
 

Data Encryption Standard is approved 
for the first time. 
 
 

Fred Cohen, known as the father of 
contemporary computer virology, 
demonstrates a virus-like program at a 
computer security seminar at Lehigh 
University; a year later, he formally 
introduces the term “computer virus” 
to the world. 
 
 

The first PC virus is created. Named 
Brain, the virus is a boot virus which, for 
the first time, uses stealth techniques. 
Brain originated in Pakistan. 
 
 

Hackers alter the websites of the U.S. 
Justice Department, the CIA, and the 
U.S. Air Force.  
 
 



Back Orifice is released by Cult of the 
Dead Cow. The group writes a stealth 
remote-control tool Trojan that allows 
execution and monitoring on an 
infected computer system. The media 
brings attention to the previously 
unknown Netbus program, which is 
similar in function. 
 
 

DoS attacks shut down Yahoo!, 
Buy.com, Amazon, eBay, and CNN. 
Yahoo! estimates that its three-hour 
outage cost the company as much as 5 
percent of its weekly ad revenue. In 
January XXXX, a 16-year-old hacker 
from Canada pleads guilty to launching 
the attacks. 
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